The Early Years with the DPS Crime Lab, 1971-1979.

The Guam Police Department Crime Laboratory has a long history.  It started during the summer of 1971 when the Director of Public Safety, Jose Quintanilla hired Frank Ishizaki.  Ishizaki was the University of Guam’s first baccalaureate graduate in Chemistry.  Ishizaki was hired as a Patrolman, completed his basic police academy training and then attended the University of Pittsburgh to study Forensic Chemistry.  Ishizaki completed his degree requirements with a Master of Science in Forensic Chemistry and returned to Guam during the summer of 1973.

During the early days, Sergeant Juan Mafnas was the Officer-in-charge of the photo-fingerprint section of the DPS.  Sergeant Mafnas was a seasoned crime scene investigator, fingerprint expert, and photographer.  He continued his career as a police leader and retired in ____ as a Police Major.

Director Quintanilla had a vision and a dream to have a DPS crime laboratory.  The director has no idea what it would cost to build, equip, and staff a crime laboratory but knew what he wanted.  He had traveled to the U.S. Army Crime Lab at Camp Zama, Japan on a few occasions to witness a full service crime lab.  The army lab was very well equipped and staffed.  The lab was situated just to the north of Guam and provided forensic science services for our needs.

During his tenure as DPS director, Guam experienced a wave of crime problems centered on heroin trafficking and murders associated with the drug trade.  The decade of the 1970s was often referred to as the “heroin days” in which a large population of our people became addicted to heroin and related opiates.  Many crimes were associated with the drug trade to include a large number of murders, many of which remain unsolved.

Director Quintanilla was faced with the daunting task of making Guam a safe place to live and raise a family.  He wanted to establish a police force which would make Guam the peaceful island of his dream.

His drive to establish the crime lab and fulfill his dream to make Guam safer caused him to seek the first chemistry graduate from UOG.  His active recruitment proved fruitful with the hiring of Frank Ishizaki.  Patrolman Ishizaki completed his basic police training and enrolled in the University of Pittsburgh masters program in forensic chemistry.  Ishizaki completed his studies and immediately returned to Guam to start the laboratory development.

Ms. Ellen Osborne was soon hired as another patrolman.  Osborne was a young California State University at Long Beach graduate with a baccalaureate degree in Criminalistics.  She quickly learned rolled up her sleeves to help in the establishment of the crime laboratory.

Mrs. Corazon Pascua was then hired as a fingerprint technician by the DPS.  Mrs. Pascua was an experienced fingerprint examiner who had worked for the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Mr. Wes Pearson was also hired as a fingerprint technician.  Pearson was a former deputy sheriff with the Tulare County, California and had experience in crime scene investigation and fingerprint identification.  Pearson became the resident crime scene investigator because of his prior experiences and helped Mafnas train others in the art and science of crime scene investigation.

Director Quintanilla quickly built the core team for the crime laboratory.  The first members were Sergeant Mafnas, Patrolman Ishizaki, Patrolman Osborne, Fingerprint Technician Pascua, and Fingerprint Technician Pearson.

The establishment of the crime laboratory was initially centered on solidification of the crime scene unit which responded to and processed crime scenes.  The tools and training for the unit was rudimentary but soon grew into a polished team of technicians.  Additional personnel were recruited or reassigned to the unit.  I recall Ignacio Charfauros, Tom Chargualaf, Jose S.N. Benavente, Frank S.N. Tenorio, Albert Topsana, Fred Sablan, Joaquin Leon Guerrero, Joaquin Salas, Roland Bolaro, and others who became Guam’s first CSI technicians.

Sergeant Mafnas, as O-I-C, was responsible for establishing a solid crime scene and fingerprint identification unit.  He learned his trade by self-study with the Institute of Applied Science which was a correspondence school in fingerprint and firearms identification.

Patrolman Ishizaki, as Assistant O-I-C, was responsible for the establishment of the criminalistics laboratory.  The initial laboratory grew out of the original DPS headquarters building on Aspinall Avenue in the capital city of Hagatna.  In 1971, the total work area for the early unit occupied a photography office and darkroom which measured approximately 200 square feet of total space.  Additional space was acquired in 1973 when the administrative and records sections moved out of the DPS building and into the Pedro’s Plaza commercial complex located on San Ignacio Way and West O’Brien Drive in Hagatna.

Patrolman Tenorio developed a strong interest in fingerprint identification and firearms identification.  By self-study training and on-the-job training from Sergeant Mafnas, Tenorio became a fingerprint identification expert.  With additional self-study and on-the job tutoring from Army Warrant Officer James Hamby and Chief Criminalist Ishizaki, Tenorio became a sound expert in firearms identification.  Tenorio later became the Officer-in-Charge of the Forensic Division of the Guam Police Department and retired as Police Captain.

Others professionals were soon added to the growing commitment of establishing a strong forensic laboratory.  Reynaldo Hormillosa and Rose Agustin Fejeran were hired from the UOG upon graduation with degrees in Chemistry and Biology.  Walter Fung was hired after he graduated from University of San Francisco with a degree in Biology.  Hormillosa became a seasoned expert in criminalistics under the training of Chief Criminalist Ishizaki.  Hormillosa became the second Chief Criminalist when Ishizaki resigned his position to become the first FBI Special Agent to be recruited from Guam.  Agustin-Fejeran became the acting Chief Criminalist upon Hormillosa’s retirement from the GPD.  Fung moved to San Diego, California where he became employed with the Police Department as well as the Sheriff’s Department.  Fung later joined the Honolulu PD?

The initial budget for the crime laboratory in 1973 was $30,000.  Ishizaki immediately exhausted the budget with the purchased of four items of equipment, an Infrared Spectrophotometer, an Ultraviolet Spectrophotometer, a Stereo Microscope and a Compound Microscope.  Director Quintanilla and Comptroller Dennis Quinones were puzzled by additional requests for funds by Ishizaki who insisted that the first expenditure were for the most basic equipment for drug examinations.  More funds would be needed to establish additional forensic examination capabilities.  Because forensic science was a new phenomenon, Ishizaki had much work to do in order to continually convince his leaders of the need for more money.

Initially, the DPS laboratory provided Guam’s first forensic identification of heroin, marijuana, and other dangerous drugs for courtroom trials.  Ishizaki and Osborne became recognized expert witnesses in the Superior Court of Guam and U.S. District Court of Guam.  The neighbor islands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands to include Saipan, Palau, Pohnpei, Truk, Yap, and other island requested for and received services from the Guam crime lab.  While the political status of our neighbor island has since changed, the assistance continues today.

Because of the high incidents of murder, rape, and other violent crimes, the DPS continued to seek the assistance of the U.S. Army Crime Lab in Japan and the FBI Laboratory in Washington, D.C.  Physical evidence which could not be examined in Guam had to be shipped or transported to the Army or the FBI.  Hence, the need for a more comprehensive laboratory was evident and as a result, other forensic services were established.  

Mafnas and Ishizaki pushed to establish a strong crime scene response team by training the photo-patrolmen.  During the period of high murders, the team became very proficient at processing crime scenes which required working with criminal investigators to systematically search, photograph, sketch, and collect physical evidence for examination.

By the end of the 1979s, the DPS Crime Lab provided forensic science services in fingerprint identification, firearms and tool-mark identification, drug identification, blood typing, microscopy, trace evidence identification, toxicological screening, crime scene investigation, and forensic science training.  Our early criminalists became crime scene investigators and teachers as well laboratory experts.  Each member of the lab was called to the crime scene to help or to direct the processing of the crime scene and to attend autopsies to help collect evidence with Chief Medical Examiner Hee-Young Park.

II.
1979-1985
The transition years after Chief Criminalist left

During this period, I worked under three Lts, one Sgt and one civilian who were assigned as to the Lab as Officer-in-Charge  Some were good and sadly, some were poor managers and some were not around.  Those that were good, guide us firmly and fairly and let us do our job with little or no intervention.  In retrospect, Crim Rose Fejeran and I felt upper level management did not know how to handle / manage a Crime Laboratory that was staffed by uniformed and civilian personnel. Crime Lab was not considered in the same level as investigative units like the special agents for homicides and serious crimes, narcotics or traffic investigators as it is today.  It was looked upon more of a support role to the Police mission. The crime scene investigators of yesteryears were the follow up or clean up group to collect evidence, dust for prints, take photographs after each crime scene.

We complied with their decision as we had no say in the matter. They moved us from a support unit to investigative unit and back and by 1985 made part of the Investigation Division.  We also had our name changed once, Crime Laboratory Section to Scientific Investiation Section and back.  But to many, including the general public, we were known as Crime Lab.  Nonetheless, our markings on evidence stayed as “CL” and what lab number was assigned to the evidence remain in effect till this present day.

Officer In Charge namely Lt. Guy Cline and Sgt Mike Roberts were great managers as they were upfront with rank and file as to their knowledge and qualifications in dealing with forensic science and its management. They learned to trust and relied heavily on POIII Frank Tenorio abilities and savvy and the staff.. Back then it was quite rare for a POIII to be Operations Chief.  Operation Chiefs were held by Sergeants or Lieutenants. However, POIII Frank Tenorio was the understudy for Chief Criminalist Ishizaki and knew the forensic operations well. He had over seven years of experience under Police Lieutenant J. Mafnas and Chief Criminalist Frank Ishizaki. He was the Operations Chief during CC Ishizaki’s term as OIC

POIII Frank Tenorio became the only island firearms examiner after CC Ishizaki’s departure. He was the other fingerprint examiner other than Ms Cora Pascua who was then the only civilian fingerprint examiner.  Most of all, he was the supervisor/ leader for the crime scene unit that was comprised of #__ Police Officers and one civilian crime scene technician all functioning as crime scene investigators. The crime scene unit was the backbone of the Crime Lab and provided crime scene documenting and evidence collection service twenty four hours a day year round. 

Unfortunately, the position POIII Tenorio held created envy among some police offices and upper level management for him and other crime lab personnel. Many officers did  know the that he was supervising the police and civilian personnel but not getting treh pay or rank of a sergeant.  He was the only firearms examiner, a job /position that did not exist in Gov Guam.  He was also a fingerprint examiner for which there was only one position and it was filled.  Nor did they know the job description of criminalists and fingerprint examiners or the qualification required for the job. However, for the criminalists and fingerprint examiner it was a golden moment.  Golden in that a bond of professionalism, mutual respect and friendship was created among personnel of the Lab.

There was times whereby some of us, especially me felt like leaving for better employment.  In one instance, POIII Tenorio did “rock the boat and had one OIC removed from the lab. POIII Tenorio and I would have frequent meetings with the Lt and he would talk down to us and that we were not doing our jobs.  POIII could have transferred out to another section / division, but he stayed.  He spoke for us and led the way for us to personally express our wishes before the DPS Director. 

In another instance, POIII Tenorio intervened on my behalf. I had a confrontation with a particular Captain who oversaw the Crime Lab and other units.  Confrontation dealt with having many administrative tasks to be accomplished by the criminalists Rose and I on top of their analytical duties. We, the criminalists felt like second class citizens in the organization and we felt over worked.  In the end, POIII Tenorio intervened that confrontation resolved amicably.

POIII Tenorio’s drive to keep operations going partially kept me from leaving. He respected and acknowledge the criminalists/ fingerprint examiner as professionals.  He was aware of our job tasks and responsibilities and gave us all the support to carry out our assignments.  The turning point and cementing of a criminalistic partnership and a forensic administrative team was formed when Criminalist Rose Fejeran decided to stay.  Back then, if Criminalist Fejeran were to resign, I was so sure to follow in time.  Criminalist Rose Fejeran was a gifted writer and would make improvements on documents I generated sound and look better.  The forensic admin office under the leadership of POIII Tenorio, Rose Fejerran and I was formed.

From 1980 to 1983, there were intervals of three Criminalists on duty. Criminalist Maxine Oleyar was hired December 11 1978 and worked till April 18, 1980.  She resigned as her military husband received transfers to a new duty station.  Ms. Oleyar was the replacement for Criminalist II Walter Fung who resigned near the time Chief Criminalist Ishizaki left for the FBI.

Criminalist I Evangeline Gumataotao worked briefly for the lab from May 16, 1983 to January 13, 1984.  She is my sister and had graduated from University of Arizona with a masters in toxicology.  However, no toxicology positions existed in the Governement of Guam.

The above two were fast to train and did start drug analyses as they had prior laboratory experience.  Ms. Oleyar had worked for a drug company(check personnel file) as a chemist for some years before being employed by Crime lab. Ms. Gumataotao also had lab experiences during her pursuit of a master’s degree from University of Arizona.

For  the most part, Rose and I were the working criminalists for the long haul. Yes, there were tasks that separated the ranks, but it was very hard to see as we both shared the responsibilities of managing the criminalistic section and as well as assisting POIII Tenorio with lab’s office operations. We trained police personnel on crime scene processing and evidence collection, criminalistic personnel on lab analyses and court room demeanor.  We took our weekly turns at on-call status and responded to major crime scenes, usually homicides. We were partnered with one of the crime scene investigator, but many a times we come back to the lab to start analyzing the evidence. Rose and I did the serological analyses for almost all homicide cases and yes our share of drug cases. We were also responsible for sending evidence to the FBI lab that required specialized analyses that were beyond our skills.

During this time frame, Rose and I were also assigned to plan a lab that would be built with Capital Improvement Project funds gotten through a grant by Chief Criminalist Ishizaki and the late Criminalist II Ellen Osborne.  One plan was for the Lab on the entire 7th floor of Pedro’s Plaza and the other to renovate the first floor east wing of Guam Memorial Hospital.  Both never got off the ground.

In the summer of 1984, the staff for the criminalists increased to four.  Criminalist I Isidro Yatar came in May 21, 1984 and Criminalist 1 Dana Castro came in on June 11, 1984. Ms. Castro worked till December 5, 1987.  She left to join her husband who was a former DPS patrol officer who found employment with San Diego County Sheriff Department.  Mrs Castro is currently a Criminalist III at the San Diego County Sheriff Department Crime Laboratory.  Mr. Yatar resigned in February 3, 1989 and returned to teaching.  Ms. Castro and Mr. Yatar provided the need staffing for dealing with routine drug and serological cases.  

In terms of personnel accomplishments, POIII Frank Tenorio was promoted to the rank of Sgt during the time Jim Miles (Miles Security Agency) was Director of Public Safety.    Also, the Lab was placed with other investigative units, such as detectives, traffic investigators and narcotic officers under a re-organization process. From that time on, Sgt Tenorio would hold the Operation Chief title till his promotion to lieutenant and thus become the Officer In Charge.  Sgt. Tenorio maintained his office at the lab, while the Officer in Charge had an office at Pedro’s Plaza. (Even after his promotion to LT, he kept his office in the lab.)  Sgt. Tenorio continued firearms examinations and running operations of the Lab.  He was always present at homicides or cases involving firearms.  

In 1985, the Department of Public under Director Judith Gutherz was divided into two new entities.  These two agencies were the Guam Police Department and Guam Fire Department.  

In the summer of 1985 under DPS Director Judith Gutherz, I was promoted to Chief Criminalist. Rose Fejeran was automatically promoted to Criminalist III three months later (to be verified).  Although we three were promoted, our work assignments, duties and responsibilites hardly changed.  It was business as usual, except with more pay.

The lab underwent a much needed renovation under the supervision of Lt. Cline.  The flimsy wooden walls that separated us from the DPS parking lot were replaced by concrete walls.  Evidence, equipment and other items were now safeguarded from future typhoons.  However, evidence still had to be placed on table tops or pallets as rain would be wind driven into the building.  Criminalist II Ellen Osborne’s office was completely torn down and counter tops were built along the walls of the main building. Windows in the old wet chemistry area were also replaced with concrete walls.  The work tops for equipment was appreciated, but the use of kitchen vent fans to exhaust gas combustion , chemical fumes, or heat was not conforming to safety industry standards.  These safety standards would eventually impact on our working conditions and providing the employeess the necessary items to do their work, like disposable plastic gloves, respirators and fume hood and safety showers.

The lab underwent an in-house office re-arrangements.  The rear office - the former DPS Investigation room and now the crime scene office was cut in half and made smaller with Sgt. Tenorio’s office and firearms examination equipment to the rear of and with Lt. Guy Cline in front.  Cora Pascua’s work area adjacent to Lt. Cline’s work /desk area but close to the door entrance to the smaller front office.  

The main front office was set up for the visitors, clerk typist/ secretary area and the labs file cabinets.  Sgt Tenorio kept the labs personnel file in his office area. This area remained basically unchanged till 1988 when it was partitioned to make the visitor area smaller.

The main Lab area was rearranged whereby the instruments were placed along the walls from the rear of the lab to the service windows that were originally there when the Lab was the DPS Record and Director’s Office.  Instruments like the two gas chromatographs were set up correctly with the hydrogen, air and nitrogen compressed tanks safely secured to the outside hallway wall of the building.  No longer do we have to fear a hydrogen leak or its possible catastrophic consequences.   

The desks of the three Criminalists where in front of gas chromatographs. (This was the area that was occupied by Lt. Juan Mafnas, Cora Pascua and Chief Criminalist Frank Ishizaki when I started working).  Tables were re-arranged to provide work areas for drug and serological exams. The weighing room remained where it was when I came on board. The set up for the wet chemistry area still remain the same.  However, all the evidence where now stored in the center part of the building.  (I don’t remember where my desk was.)

Although there were many homicides, the most notorious and probably scariest for the general public and police officers was the XX week shooting spree of Adriatico & Marquez and XXXX that left XX many dead and xx many wounded.  It came to an end at the old Micronesioan Hotel whereby they killed XXXX, the third suspect and wounded PO Darryl XXXXX.  They plead guilty, but not before shooting to death two inmates at Dept. of Correction.

The Mid-term Years of the Crime Lab, 1980 - 1999.( By Rey Hormillosa)
[FSN, Ray, Rose, etc.]

1980-1985
The transition years after Chief Criminalist Ishizaki left for the FBI

During this period, the Crime Lab was not considered on the same level as investigative units like the special agents for homicides and serious crimes, narcotics or traffic investigators.  Back then, it was looked upon to play more of a supportive role to the Police mission. The crime scene investigators of yesteryear were the follow up or clean up group to collect evidence, dust for prints and to take photographs after each crime scene.  

During this period we went through five Officers-in-Charge; comprised of, three Lieutenants, one Sergeant and one civilian.  Some of these leaders were good but sadly, some were poor managers.  Those that were good guided us firmly and fairly and let us do our jobs with little or no interference.  In retrospect, I feel that upper level management did not know how to handle or manage a Crime Laboratory that was staffed by uniformed and civilian personnel.

OICs such as Lt. Guy Cline and Sgt Mike Roberts were good managers as they were upfront with rank and file as to their knowledge and qualifications in dealing with forensic science and its management. They learned to trust and relied heavily on POIII Frank Tenorio’s abilities. Back then it was quite rare for a POIII to be Operations Chief.  Operations Chief positions were usually filled by Sergeants or Lieutenants. However, POIII Frank Tenorio was the understudy for Chief Criminalist Frank Ishizaki and knew forensic operations well. He had over seven years of experience under Police Lieutenant J. Mafnas and Chief Criminalist Frank Ishizaki. He was the Operations Chief during CC Ishizaki’s term as OIC

POIII Frank Tenorio became the department’s only firearms examiner after CC Ishizaki’s departure. There were only two fingerprint examiners; he and civilian fingerprint examiner Ms Cora.  Most of all, he was the supervisor/ leader for the crime scene unit that was comprised of #__ Police Officers and one civilian crime scene technician who were functioning as crime scene investigators. The crime scene unit was the backbone of the Crime Lab and provided crime scene documenting and evidence collection services twenty four hours a day. 

Unfortunately, the position he held created envy among some police officers and upper level management.. Many officers did not appreciate the role we play nor were they knowledgeable about our duties and responsibilities. However, for the criminalists and fingerprint examiner it was a golden moment.  Golden in that a bond of professionalism, mutual respect and friendship was created among personnel of LAB.

During these times many of us felt the pull to leave island in search of an improved work environment and better employment.  In one instance, POIII Tenorio did “rock the boat and had one OIC removed from the lab. POIII Tenorio could have transferred out to another section / division, but he stayed.  He spoke up for us and led the way for us to express our wishes to the DPS Director. 

In another instance, Tenorio intervened on behalf of me. I had a confrontation with a particular Captain who oversaw the Crime Lab and other units. Under his purview; this particular Captain wanted many administrative tasks to be accomplished by the criminalists on top of their analytical duties. We, (criminalists) felt like second class citizens in the organization and were over worked as well as underpaid. 

POIII Tenorio’s drive to keep operations going partially kept me from leaving. He respected and acknowledged the criminalists as professionals.  He knew our job tasks and responsibilities and gave us all the support to carry out our assignments.  The turning point and cementing of a criminalist partnership and a forensic administrative team was formed when Criminalist Rose Fejeran decided to stay.  Indeed, if Criminalist Fejeran were to resign, I was so sure to follow.

From 1980 to 1983, there were intervals of three Criminalists on duty. Criminalist Maxine Oleyar was hired December 11 1978 and worked till April 18, 1980.  She resigned as her husband who was in the military received orders to transfer to a new duty station.  Ms. Oleyar was the replacement for Criminalist II Walter Fung who resigned near the time Chief Criminalist Ishizaki left for the FBI.

Criminalist I Evangeline Gumataotao worked briefly for the lab from May 16, 1983 to January 13, 1984.  She is the sister of Criminalist R. Hormillosa and had graduated from University of Arizona with a master’s degree in toxicology.  However, no toxicology positions existed in GovGuam in 1984 and they still do not exist today.

Maxine Oleyar and Evangeline Gumataotao were quick studies and started drug analyses as they had prior laboratory experience.  Ms. Oleyar had worked for a drug company (check personnel file) as a chemist for some years before being employed by the Crime Lab. Ms. Gumataotao also had lab experience during her pursuit of a master’s degree from University of Arizona.

Rose Fejeran and I were the working criminalists for the long haul. Yes, there were tasks that separated the ranks, but it was very hard to see as we both shared the responsibilities of managing the criminalist section and as well as assisting POIII Tenorio with lab operations. We trained police personnel on crime scene processing and evidence collection, criminalist personnel on lab analyses and on court room demeanor.  We took our weekly turns at on-call status and responded to major crime scenes, usually homicides. We were partnered with one of the crime scene investigators, but many times we came back to the lab to start analyzing the evidence. 

During this time, Rose and I were also assigned to plan a lab that would be built with Capital Improvement Project funds awarded to us through a grant applied for by Chief Criminalist Ishizaki and the late Criminalist II Ellen Osborne.  One plan was for the Lab to be built on the entire 7th floor of Pedro’s Plaza and the other was to renovate the first floor east wing of Guam Memorial Hospital.  Neither project ever was ever started.

In the summer of 1984, the staff for the criminalists increased to four.  Criminalist I Isidro Yatar came in May 21, 1984 and Criminalist 1 Dana Castro came in on June 11, 1984. Ms. Castro worked till December 5, 1987.  She left to join her husband who was a former DPS patrol officer who found employment with XXXXXX Police Dept.  Mrs Castro is a (crime scene supervisor) for the National City Police Dept.  Mr. Yatar resigned in February 3, 1989 to become a teacher.  Ms. Castro and Mr. Yatar provided the need staffing for dealing with routine drug and serological cases.  Rose and I assisted with administrative duties of the lab, did the serological analyses for almost all homicide cases and yes our share of drug cases. The evidence requiring special analyses beyond our skills were sent to the FBI Lab.

In terms of major accomplishments, POIII Frank Tenorio was promoted to the rank of Sgt during the time Jim Miles (Miles Security Agency) was Director of Public Safety.    Also, the Lab was placed with other investigative units, such as detectives, traffic investigators and narcotic officers under a re-organization process. From that time on, Sgt Tenorio would hold the Operations Chief title until his promotion to Lieutenant   Sgt. Tenorio maintained his office at the lab, while the Officer in Charge had an office at Pedro’s Plaza.  Sgt. Tenorio continued firearms examinations and running operations of the Lab.  He was always present at homicides or cases involving firearms.  

In 1985, the Department of Public under Director Judith Gutherz was divided into two new entities.  These two agencies were the Guam Police Department and Guam Fire Department.  

In the summer of 1985 under Director Judith Gutherz, I was promoted to Chief Criminalist. Rose Fejeran was automatically promoted to Criminalist III on XX/XX/XX.  Although we were promoted, our work assignments, duties and responsibilities hardly changed.

As part of the Crime Laboratory equipment a new fume-hood was purchased in the late 80’s.  Since there was no funding available to install the equipment; it was stored on the Crime Lab’s hallway floor for nearly two years.  Weekly and monthly reports were submitted to the GPD bureau chief concerning problems that needed to be addressed.  Finally after two years of waiting and seeing the frustration of the criminalists concerning the hazardous chemical fumes they were forced to breathe in while screening for trace evidence; Sergeant Tenorio shut down the Crime Lab and ordered them to stop performing these tests and had the work done at the UOG laboratory.  GPD lost two drug cases because of this situation because the analyses were not completed on time.  The result of this went all the way up to the Chief of Police and within a week, funding was found and the two-year old “new” fume-hood was installed.

Through latent fingerprint examinations a lot of criminals were identified and convicted.  At the scene of a bank armed robbery in Tamuning; a latent fingerprint was developed and lifted from the door knob of a sedan in which the victim was found.  A rape/homicide scene in Mangilao yielded a latent fingerprint which was lifted at the point of entry and inside the apartment.

The Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) was introduced in the early 91’s.  Frank Tenorio went off island to visit two companies in order to view their technologies which were Morpho and NEC.  Through Federal funding, AFIS was purchased at a cost of $1.6 million.  The system was a dream come true for our fingerprint examiners.  It was fast and a lot of cases were cleared.  Unfortunately, routine maintenance was not performed or budgeted for and AFIS quite working in _______.  To this day we are forced to examine fingerprints the old fashioned way by eyeball and microscope.
The New Millennium for the Crime Lab.

Lt. Manuel A. Babauta
I joined the Department of Public Safety in June 13, 1983 1st Cycle of the Para Police Neighborhood Patrol, a program of the late Governor Ricardo J. Bordallo. A few months later after the fatal shootings of Police Officer Manuel A. Aquino and Raymond S. Sanchez, the 1st Cycle and 2nd Cycle Para Police were combined to make the 23rd Police Academy. I graduated from the 23rd Police Cycle in February of 1984 and was detailed to Neighborhood Patrol Division Tamuning Precinct and after a few months to Agana Precinct.

Sometime in November of 1984 while at the famous Mrs. Lee Burger stand situated under a pine tree outside of Agana Precinct, I met POIII Frank SN.  Tenorio asked if I wanted to be assigned to the Crime Lab.  He apparently had been hearing good things about me.   I told him yes and two weeks later I was transferred to the lab. 

When I started at the lab the following individuals were assigned.

POIII F.SN. Tenorio



POII Esther SN. Cadag

POI Albert Preuc



POI Michael B. Leon Guerrero

POI Fred Sablan



POI Elizabeth Edquilane

POII Roland C. Balauro


POI Joseph G. Baleto

Crime Scene Tech. Albert Topasna

Criminalist Rey Hormillosa


Criminalist Rose Fejeran

Criminalist Isidro Yatar


Criminalist Dana Castro

F/E Exam. Cora Pascua


Sec. Helen Charfauros

Other secretaries who were assigned to the lab.

Mrs. Julie Combado Salas


Mrs. Susan Reyes

Mrs. Julie Frontada Mesa


Mrs. Jackie Zahnen (Cruz) 

 I was trained in Crime Scene work by Officer Cadag, Edquilane and Leon Guerrero.  In less than three (3) weeks I was out processing crime scenes by myself. I was so interested in the work that in my spare time went to the different sections to help out with their work. I asked Cora to train me in fingerprints and Rey started teaching me how to analyze drugs.  I was even doing some analysis with his over-the-shoulder vigilance. In 1988 I transferred out of the lab due to budgeting issues but was transferred back within six months. I stayed at the lab and eventually became the Operations Sergeant when I was promoted in September of 1991. 

In 1993 I was transferred out to patrol because the powers that were felt that I needed to know how to supervise officers out in the field. In 2003 I was transferred back to the lab as the acting operations chief.  In 2004 I was promoted to Lieutenant and am still the operations chief of the lab.

